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� What is waste?

� How much waste is there?
� Legislation and targets

� How do we manage waste?
� How should we manage it more sustainably?



What is waste?

� “Waste shall mean any substance or object …which the 
holder discards or intends or is required to discard” [Article 1 Waste 
Framework Directive 75/442/EEC]

� Household waste
“That arising from domestic properties or caravans, and 
sleeping accommodation in educational establishments, 

hospitals, and residential or nursing homes.”

� Municipal Solid Waste
“Waste from households, as well as waste which, because of its 

nature and composition, is similar to waste from households.”
[Article 2(b) of the EC Landfill Directive] 













Legislation and targets

� S.46 of the Environmental Protection Act 1991

� EU Landfill Directive 1999

� Waste Strategy for England 2000, then 2007
� Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme 2005

� Household Waste Recycling Act 2003
� Waste Framework Directive 2008



What’s our Strategy for managing waste?



Household final consumption expenditure and waste a rising, UK 
1990-2005
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How did we manage waste?

� Pick it up cheap, carry it 
cheap, bury it cheap



How are we starting to manage waste?

� Multiple collections
� Transport it further

� Pay more for 
recovering 
resources!

� Landfill Tax



Do we plan well enough for these changes?





Storage

� Storage of non-recyclable waste and 
recyclable household waste 

� 100 litres volume for a single bedroom 
dwelling, and 70 litres volume for each 
additional bedroom = 240 litres for a 3 
bed home

� With at least 3 internal storage bins 

• What about flats?
• What about home composting? and kitchen caddies?



How should we manage waste?

� Carbon
� Self-sufficiency

- Managing near to source
- Recovering value and using it within community

� Energy
� Sustainable design

� Cost







Energy





Overcoming public opposition

� Waste strategy 
� Proactive public consultation and 

engagement
� Knowledge building

� Environmental Impact 
Assessment

� Design

� Follow the rules of engagement…



� “The most effective arguments at a public inquiry are 
usually those which show that a proposed 
development does not comply with relevant policies or 
criteria in the Development Plan or with national 
policy.”

� “The most important factor is whether the site has 
been allocated in the Local Plan or Waste Local Plan 
for a waste management facility, or more specifically 
for an incinerator.”

Source: Friends of the Earth (2002)



Thinking ahead…



The future…


